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This is an amendment to 16.16.13 NMAC, Section 8 effective 7/28/2026.

16.16.13.8 CONTINUING EDUCATION REQUIREMENTS: A minimum of 22 clock-hours of
optometry related, board approved continuing education or postgraduate programs, are required for license renewal
each year beginning July 1, as detailed below.

A. The continuing education shall be submitted as follows:
6)) at least 10 of the 22 hours of continuing education must be in a board approved program
in clinical or ocular therapeutic pharmacology; and
?2) at least one of the 22 hours of continuing education must be in a board approved course in

pain management or related topic pursuant to 16.16.15.11 NMAC. This requirement shall begin with the 2015
renewal period beginning July 2, 2014.

B. For optometrists on inactive status, a minimum of 10 hours of continuing education in a board
approved program in clinical or ocular therapeutic pharmacology is required.

C. The continuing education must have been taken within the preceding renewal period (i.e. July 2 of
one year through June 30 of the next).

D. The board may audit any licensee’s continuing education documentation for the current licensing
year and the two previous years.

E. A licensee who receives a notice of audit shall submit to the board office on or before July 1,
unless otherwise spe01ﬁed eV1dence of contlnulng educatlon hours for the requested perlod

feqaﬂemeMS—fer—renewal—bﬁheaqaﬁaﬁeﬁda{esm{ed—m—theﬁﬂe] A licensee who submits records or a sworn

affidavit on their renewal application to demonstrate compliance with continuing education requirements but is
found to be noncompliant during a random audit will be subject to fines and other penalties determined appropriate

by the board.

status if the 11censee fa1ls to meet the continuing educatlon requlrements for renewal by the expiration date stated in
this rule.

educationrequirement-the first year of renewal:| Reactlvatlon of license explred due to non-renewal for fallure to
meet the continuing education requirement. The licensee may apply for license reactivation in the same manner as
provided in 16.16.11 NMAC. The continuing education and fees will be calculated based on the number of years the
license was expired due to non-renewal for failure to meet the continuing education requirement.

I Newly licensed optometrists who graduated from optometry school within the same year of
licensure may submit the completed curriculum of their last year of optometry school to meet their continuing
education requirement the first year of renewal.
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